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In this Together

Crisis
We are living a crisis.
We have all been ordered to distance from our normality, and 
therefore, forced to take a pause and reflect. There is no 
doubt we all feel somehow at a loss, confused, and faced 
with an ambiguous present and future we cannot predict. 
In their level of complexity, crises reveal what it is we stand 
for as individuals, and collectively, who we are as a 
community.
And we believe, that with the right leadership and the right 
spirit, EMC can and will survive this crisis.

Our Greater Purpose
In these times, we endorse more than ever the genius words of 
Dr. Montessori:

"My vision of the future is no longer of people taking exams 
and proceeding from secondary school to University but of 
passing from one stage of independence to a higher, by 
means of their own activity and effort of will." 

From Childhood to Adolescence, opening

Today is living proof that humanity is diverging from its 
natural path. Our planet is sending a strong message: that we 
have failed to respect it – from its elements, to its living 
species, to each other as human beings. Human behavior has 
been educated to be self-centered, consumerist, and lacking 
consideration for any higher purpose. 

By choosing Montessori, as parents, and staff members we 
have chosen a different path. Our cause is profound. As 
profound as human nature, in all its forms and colors. 

That of educating our children to be mindful of their genuine 
nature, and conscious of their impact. With hope that this 
elevated state of consciousness becomes the cornerstone of 
their life’s choices and decisions. An education for a more 
peaceful individual, who will work towards the betterment 
not only of his own life, but that of his place and time, with 
respect for all that is alive.

Montessori children do not learn a curriculum in the detached 
form we have, as most of humanity for the past two centuries.

Instead, they learn through the connection and interaction 
with their natural environment, in a way that is real, that is 
meaningful, and that is relevant to their lives.

Our objective is that they develop a broad understanding 
about how this life works, from its plants, to its animals, to its 
universe, and most importantly, that they find their place 
within it. 

What a grand task they have, and we are prepared and 
trained to support them. 

Who We Are

For the past 9 years, we have challenged the educational 
norm, as we redefined the essence of true education. 

For the past 9 years, EMC has relentlessly and consistently 
enhanced its environments to meet our children’s needs, 

attracted quality educators from across the globe, invited 
renowned consultants, offered team buildings, provided 
professional development and training opportunities for its 
staff and its parents, and continuously invested in 
state-of-the-art facility renovations and expansions. 

EMC is a school that values human quality over quantity, and 
has by no means prioritized filling our environments with 
students with no consideration on their equilibrium, and our 
community with parents who do not join us in our values, in 
our spirit, or support us in their homes. EMC’s deliberate 
actions and choices are the custodians of the quality and 
excellence we strive for. 

This is the spirit of the community you chose to belong to, 
one that continues to strive for betterment, no matter the 
circumstances. 

This Year

This year has been special in many ways, but above all, for 
the first time in our existence as a school, we were coming 
back next year with 100% of our teaching staff. Not because 
they are tied with a long-term contract, which is against our 
values as a school, but because we are aligned in our 
standards, in our ethics, and in our commitment to the 
community we serve.

We, as parents, cannot value enough their immense 
dedication to support our most precious beings, our children. 
The instant our school shut down this spring, they have 
readapted to a new lifestyle, and a new way of meeting our 
children’s needs. They have relentlessly acted as guides for 
our children, as mentors for our parents, and as partners for 
our school. All if this, in a foreign country, away from their 
families and loved ones in such confusing times.

Why? Because they value our school community as their 
family. They know we care about their well-being, and sense 
the great value they hold within our school. 

As we stay true to our values, no child’s education will be 
interrupted this school year, just as no staff member shall be 
abandoned in these critical times. From its kitchen staff, to its 
cleaning ladies, to its drivers, to its assistants, to its guides.
We chose not to bridge our important financial gap by putting 
our most valuable assets, our staff, at risk, or in any situation 
of precarity in these very frightening times. These human 
beings who make our school what it is today. 

From a pedagogical perspective, EMC has proved to be 
amongst the most reliable schools in the world. Our distance 
learning platform has been offering not only individualized 
support to our children, but also to their parents and caregivers 
in multiple languages. No school we are aware of has gone 
this far.

#inthistogether

Over the years, we have been faced with multiple challenges 
and crises. We have learned that, in order to survive them in a 
way that serves our mission, we must stay true to our values. 

No matter what “school” looks like, considering the new 
“normal”, we will keep working with the same dedication and 
level of commitment to ensure our high educational standards 
and what we stand for.  

Our environments will look different, they will certainly feel 
different, but we will adapt in a way that best meets our 
children’s needs. 

We will not compromise on the safety and health of our 
children, of our staff, and of their families. We are relentlessly 
working on potential action plans, for each age level, and shall 
inform you of further steps that will be taken. 

Next year, we shall be strengthened not by our size, but by our 
common values and shared vision of our children’s education. 
Let our choices and actions testify to the nature of our core 
intents as an institution, and inspire our parents to value our 
existence, act as our partners, and continue this grand 
mission, together.
It is our duty as a community to be united, and walk through 
this blur, together.

We are all in this together, and our community starts with you.

Peacefully,

Aicha Sajid
Head of School

EMC HOURS

EMC will maintain the hours of 9:30 – 4:00 pm for the month 
of June.

EMC WITH YOU THIS SUMMER

The third trimester has known extraordinary circumstances. It 
has been a great challenge for our community, adults and 
children. EMC is exploring possible ways we can support our 
Toddler and Primary families this summer. Our staff is willing 
to offer their time and expertise in the way that is most 
helpful to you. We will send you a survey by email, we kindly 
ask that you fill it and send it back to us by June 5th such that 
we can take appropriate action based on the majority. 

EMC NEXT YEAR

In addition to preparing for a “normal” opening in September, 
EMC is actively planning for the potential contingencies that 
may come our way in the 2020 - 2021 school year.

The health and safety of our children, of our staff, and of our 
families are at the core of our priorities. We will draw on 
outside expertise, including health professionals and best 
practices from our colleagues around the world whose 
schools are now open, as to provide an outline of overall 
strategy, and contingency planning scenarios.

More information will be shared soon.

“An education capable of saving humanity is no small undertaking; it involves the spiritual development of man, the 
enhancement of his value as an individual, and the preparation of young people to understand the times in which they live.” 

Dr. Maria Montessori, Education and Peace

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1533_UMyeh8fVVQzb5MmKEMYFfZdw4ThA/view?usp=sharing
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LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 
June 24th

PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES 
June 25th and 26th

PROGRESS REPORT SUBMISSION 
July 31st 

Mark your
Calendars !
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