
EMCis back on track!

This month has been one of adaptation as we smoothly 
resumed our school routines. We are fortunate to greet our 
children on a daily basis, and to witness the spark of 
excitement and joy with which they enter their environment.

Our children have proved to be extremely adaptable and 
understanding of the new regulations and restrictions, and are 
getting used to wearing masks or visors as part of their work 
routines. 

They enter the building and sanitize their hands without any 
prompting, and show a great deal of confidence in handling 
their belongings, as they make their way to their environment.

Much of our work now, is to repeat and provide review 
sessions for notions that have been unfortunately forgotten 
due to the lack of practice during the past six months.

We would like to seize this opportunity to bring to your 
attention that the children’s prolonged absence from school 
has had an impact on their level of independence. We are 
observing children who require more attention and adult 
presence in order to choose and pursue their work and 
responsibilities.  This is a natural result of children having the 
undivided attention of their parents, caregivers and teachers 
during confinement. We are gradually working with them to 
regain their independence and confidence in their abilities to 
succeed on their own. We urge our parents to support their 
children in the consolidation of their independence at home, by 
observing that which they are capable of, and allowing them 
the space and time to try. Children, as young as they may 
seem, are capable of much more than we think. 

Here are a few of your children’s basic needs they should fulfill 
themselves, please encourage them to do so daily:
• choose their clothing and dress themselves
• wash their water bottle after school
• fill their water bottle with water
• prepare their snack
• prepare their school bag

We also keep in mind that in the midst of all the confusion we 
are all experiencing (which despite our strength and 
understanding can be very difficult to handle), our children 
need more reassurance than ever. We therefore make it a 
priority in our environments to provide consistency, care, and 
opportunity for self-expression to help them feel safe in their 
school haven.

COVID UPDATE

The Moroccan authorities have visited EMC on October 8th as 
to inspect the sanitary measures. They were very satisfied 
with the spacing in the classrooms as well as all other aspects 
of the sanitary protocol. The one suggestion that was made 
was about the isolation room, which was initially inside the 
building. They requested we place it outside, in the entrance 
area, for the safety of all.

Several reminders were sent about wearing masks when 
dropping/picking up the children. Kindly note that EMC is also 
responsible for the security outside the gate, within the school 
perimeter. In fact, if we were to be inspected, and in case 
community members are congregating or not wearing their 
masks, the school might bear the consequences, one of them 
being closure. We really insist on your collaboration, and will 
send you a notification if need be. 
Our health is the responsibility of all and we thank you in 
advance to make it a priority.

We would like to thank our parents for their mindful 
collaboration. Several families chose to inform us in the case 
where their children were in contact with a Covid positive 
person and have decided to keep their child away from the 
school community, even though tested negative. We fully 
appreciate the transparency and extra vigilance they have 
shown.
Please take the time to read through our updated sanitary 
protocol.

THE HOUSE OF  YOUTH
The House of Youth is officially underway! It was a truly 
wonderful first month on our new campus.

After the group set up their space and organized their supplies, 
each morning begins with a gathering and checking in with 
each other, and an overview of the plan for the day. 

The day is interspersed with lessons such as how to use our 
new calculators, reviewing decimals, or beginning scientific 
notation. We worked on maps of Morocco and its 12 regions 
and discussed administrative units of countries. We worked on 
essays and spelling and latitude and longitude. We discussed 
a HoY Code of Conduct, and critical elements of a community. 
(This discussion was particularly impressive to hear, how 
committed the group was to having a community that is 
supportive, kind, and inclusive.)

We are having lunch outside, enjoying the beautiful nature and 
the nice weather. The group is always sharing a laugh, and 
works very well together. Already they are skilled at 
collaborating and making joint decisions such as how to 
organize themselves for jobs at the end of the day, how to plan 
the week menu, grocery shopping on a budget etc.

Thus the days are a blend of outside work in the garden, 
lessons, study time, and exercise time, which this week meant 
some jumprope contests, and a spirited daily afternoon soccer 
or basketball game on the campus’ beautiful court. 

So all in all, the students of the House of Youth are diving right 
in to the work of being adolescents, growing and exploring and 
creating their community, including welcoming their new 
classmate, Ghali. Lately all of them expressed how much they 
love working in the garden and how that balances out time in 
lessons and makes everything more enjoyable and even makes 
it easier to learn. They are expressing exactly what we know 
about what adolescents need at this stage - they themselves 
know it and are telling us! And this is why we do things the 
way we do, to meet those needs. It's so good to see them 
confident, articulate, aware, and balanced. They are a 
wonderful and promising group to launch our Erdkinder 
Program!

CONSULTANT VISIT
HoY is thrilled to greet Leysley Ann Patrick for the upcoming 
months!

Lesley-Ann Patrick has been a Montessori teacher since 1988 
and has worked with children from 3 to 18 years in the United 
Kingdom, Sweden, India and France. The past few years were 
shared between mentoring Adolescent Communities in France 
and in India. Lesley-Ann is also a qualified Active Birth teacher, 
herbalist and doula, and has been working with parents, 
babies and toddlers. Her African childhood awakened a desire 
to serve other communities, and for several years she has been 
involved in a Montessori project in India, a country she also 
visits with her family. She is the mother of six Montessori 
children.

Lesley-Ann is bringing her adolescent expertise to The House 
of Youth. She is working on establishing the curriculum and 
program, as well as mentoring the team. 
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NO  SCHOOL ON:
Anniversary of the Green March
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Independence Manifest
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Staff Day
November 19th

Mark your
Calendars !
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